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Monte Negro #* * *

New Music Tuesday: Cultures collide as Monte
Negro mixes their heritage with rock 'n roll

Monday, July 27th 2009, 3:00 PM

s

The language sung on the band's album doubles, with English and Spanish trading places.

The Latin Alternative-rock band
Monte Negro splits everything in two
on their new EP.

They arranged the cuts in pairs, with
arty, instrumental, intro pieces that
sooner or later segue into firmer
songs.

The language sung on the CD
likewise doubles things, with English
and Spanish trading places,
sometimes within the same cut.

Cultures too collide, with the
members bearing their Mexican
backgrounds in the sound, while also
displaying a fidelity to American-bred
rock 'n roll.

That kind of back and forth should
come as no surprise considering
Monte Negro hail from L.A. but boast
Mexican pedigrees.

Lead brothers Kinsky and Rodex
Gallo first formed a group together in
2001, dubbed Anima, which the local
press called "the Latino Red Hot Chili
Peppers."

Anima ended in 2003, at which point
the brothers formed another act with
guitarist Jason Li Shing and drummer
Xavier Lopez that, eventually,
morphed into Monte Negro.

They made their 2007 indie debut
with "Cicatrix," which sparked enough
interest for a major label (Epic) to
re-release it in '08. Now comes the
new EP that features six new cuts,
each of which gets fleshed out with
as many instrumental, intro pieces.

Elements of new wave and
alterna-rock dominate. The pointy
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'Fugitives of Pleasure/Pasajeros,' by Monte Negro

Overview

* Vibe: Elements of new wave and
alterna-rock dominate, with the allure of
L.A's best '80s rock.

* Don't Miss: 'Fugitives of
Pleasure/Pasajeros,' Monte Negro (Feed
the Hungry Records)
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bass jabs in "Pasajero" have the spiky allure of L.A.'s best '80s rock.

But you can also find passages of art-rock (especially in those instrumentals) as well

as a flash of hip-hop/rock/reggae in "La Bomba," which suggests The Police gone

ethnic.

Politics dot the lyrics, most obviously in "Immigrant's Lament." The band's super-
catchy always melodies entice, greatly aided by Gallo's powerful and romantic

vocals.

But an equally strong lure lies in Shing's lilting guitar motifs.

Today's Top Picks

He often marries slinky, questioning six-string lines to crunchy riffs that anchor them.

The contrast, like all those that ripple through the group's music, makes Monte Negro
an ideal Latin alterna-rock band - one that occupies an in-between world very much
their own.
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[3 Republican big takes
'Dancing’ gig

Former House Majority Leader

Tom Delay joins loads of familiar

faces on ABC's "Dancing with the

Stars” this fall.

3 No white lie: 90% of cash

has coke on it: study
Anew analysis of currency in the
U.S. found that 90 percent of bills
had cocaine on them, Scientific
American reports.

[3 Twilight co-stars get
comfortable off set
"Twilight's" toothsome couple
Robert Pattinson and Kristen
Stewart haven't done much to
hide their blossoming romance.

[ It's Obama they're after
Lupica: The most violent
opposition isn't directed at
President Obama's ideas about
health care. It is directed at him.
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‘Clueless': Then & Now

If you've never seen 'Clueless,’
we have just one word for you:
What-ever! See where the cast of
the '95 classic is now.

DON'T Pay for White Teeth

*Restrictions, tves and fwes apply

The Secret Trick To White Teeth
Discovered By ALocal Mom For
Freel.  Learn more

Get the latest Updates.

“l Cured My Yellow Teeth!”
Learn the trick discovered by a
mam, to turn yellow teeth per
fectly white. Learn More
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@ You'll [heart] these pics
A two-year-old Chihuahua,
appropriately named 'Heart-Kun,'
was born with a heart-shaped
spot on his back,

[F Cold cash beats hot sex -
poll

For love or money; we'll take

money. In a new poll, women say

they would rather save $50 a

week than have more sex.

Some decisions are
harder than health care
.. like ice cream

The president is busy, but he still

takes time to be a dad.

These sisters kiss and tell
"90210" vixen Annalynne McCord
had some fun in the sun with her
sisters.

Scantily-clad stars hit the
beaches

How Hollywood stars like Kate

Moss, Britney Spears and Adrien

Grenier are spending their

summer vacations.
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Do Not Pay for White Teeth

Find how Los Angeles girl whitened her teeth
without dentist.

(News13KTV.com)

Refinance Now at 4.37% Fixed
$160,000 Mortgage for $633/mo. Free. No
obligation. Get 4 quotes.
(MortgageRefinance.LendGo.com)

Discuss This Article

Share

Iy Yahoo! Buzz
% Digg

@ StumbleUpon
n Facebook

SEE ALL SHARE LINKS >>

-

-

-

-

-

-

New Music Tuesday: An unlikely cocktail of pop
stars and musicians schooled in Caribbean
rhythms

New Music Tuesday: Needy tone of lyrics and
brilliance of melodies round out Benson's sound
They might not live up to the name, Big Star still
rocks

Easy on the ears, Ceu sounds sweet

Ledisi cuts 'Loose" with some powerful soul
Matthew Sweet and Susanna Hoffs: 1970s
confections with affection

Farber: Many styles at All Points West Festival
means it's got something for everyone

JAY-Z ROCKS THROUGH RAINDROPS Mud and
music galore reign at 65-band Jersey City festival
New Music Tuesday: Lovato takes a step forward,
Tisdale stands still
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1. Clueless: Where are they now?

2. 'Dancing With the Stars' announces Fall '09 cast

3. Afirst look at 'New Moon'

4. Chima Simone evicted by producers from 'Big
Brother 11"

. Murray left Jackson alone to make calls - report

6. Rock of Aged: '80s Metal Bands, where are

they now?
7. (&) Mad about 'Mad Men's' Christina Hendricks

8. New Colbie Caillat album, '‘Breakthrough,’
charms

9. The Outsiders: Where are they now?
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10. Oh la-la Leger!

We You Love New York

Cur readers love WY ..see their favorite spots!

Jocelyn: "(The mailbox at 14th street and

1st) is my favorite place, because it was the
first time | laid eyes on my husband..."

Jahnoi: "I think Flatbush Ave. is the heart

of Brookyln..."

Edgar: "It's quirky and somewhat forgotten,

but Roosevelt Island deserves a second

look..."
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1 Secret to A Sexy Stomach
| Cut Down 10 Ibs of Stomach Fat in Just
1 Week By Obeying This 1 Diet Secret

Click Here to Learn How
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